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Karen Kruse Fontanella – Bio
Karen Kruse Fontanella, owner and in-house attorney, is a Southern California native who fell in love with a charming young winemaker during her last year of law school at University of San Diego School of Law.  Jeff convinced Karen to leave her Dana Point home to move to Napa and pursue her career in law in wine country even before the two were married. 

Karen spent over three years working for the law firm Dickenson, Peatman & Fogarty in Napa, specializing in the business development of small wineries and eventually worked in local land use, helping Napa wineries with their use permits and vineyard development plans.  In 2004, Karen was offered a position as General Counsel for a real estate investment and development company called The Krausz Companies.  Specializing in acquisitions, sales and financing of large commercial properties, Karen gained invaluable experience in the commercial end of real estate from one of the most respected companies in the business.  It was from these two unique backgrounds that Karen gained the practical knowledge base to help the young couple find a unique property prime for developing a new winery and vineyard.  

When the opportunity arose to purchase the Mt. Veeder property and launch into a new business, Karen was equipped with not only the legal background to help with the venture, but also a rich family history of entrepreneurial enterprises.  Karen’s family has been in the animal feed business for three generations.  Her grandfather, Otto Henry Kruse, founded O.H. Kruse Grain & Milling which eventually grew to be the largest west coast manufacturer’s of animal feed.  It was this entrepreneurial spirit that has helped encourage Karen and Jeff to pursue their dreams of having their own family business.  Karen now runs the daily business of the winery, including all the sales and marketing of the new brand.  

